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Available records in the Dudley Knox Library’s archives and its digital repository, 
Calhoun, reveal that the first advanced degrees awarded by NPS were presented to 
officers in engineering electronics in May 1947, before the school’s move from 
Annapolis.  
Only a handful of students received NPS diplomas then. Among those few were three 
lieutenant commanders - Archibald John McEwan, Edward Charles Svendsen and 
Louis Piollet Spear - who demonstrated the relevance of their education throughout their 
naval careers. McEwan received three patents for aircraft instrument designs that 
improved carrier landing capabilities; Svendsen played a leading role in the Navy 
Tactical Data System project which took computers to sea for the first time; and Spear 
commanded at sea, then joined NPS as program officer in electrical and electronics 
engineering, guiding the careers of dozens of junior officers in the late 1950’s at the 
school’s new campus in Monterey. 
More than 27,000 theses and dissertations are now available in Calhoun and this 
readily available digital repository will soon include the work of 373 students who earned 
master’s and doctoral degrees last month. 
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